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of Chief Justice Cooley of Michigan, one of the greatest jurists the coun- 
try has ever produced, who failed to secure re-election after twenty-one 
years of distinguished service, largely on account of an opinion which he 
had given supporting a large- verdict for libel against a Detroit newspaper. 
The weak point in Judge Baldwin's argument is that equally unworthy 
motives actuate the legislature in its selection of judges, for in intelligence 
and fairness they but fairly represent the average of the people at large. 
Bad motives might also actuate the executive in his appointment of judges 
where the power is lodged in him. On the whole Judge Baldwin's book 
is one of very great interest not only to members of the bar, but to all 
citizens who wish to inform themselves in governmental affairs. Few 
if any in this country are as eminently fitted as Judge Baldwin to write 
on the American Judiciary. 



Hints for Forensic Practiob: A Monograph on Certain Rules Appertaining to 
the Subject of Judicial Proof. By Theodore F. C. Demarest, A. B., Columbia: LL. 
B.: Editor of New York Surrogate Reports. Author of a Treatise on Elevated 
Railroad Law; A Study of the Abcndroth Case, etc. The Banks Law Publishing 
Company, 21 Murray Street, New York: 1905. 

This very able monograph discusses some most important questions of 
evidence. It suggests to the mind of the trial lawyer many important 
points of practice which can be used to great advantage in the conduct of 
his cases. In the first chapter the author discusses the objection to evi- 
dence as "incompetent, irrelevant, and immaterial;" in the second chapter 
"Cases, adjudicating upon objections;" the third "Striking out and Disre- 
garding Evidence;" and in the fourth "Motions to Direct and to Set Aside 
Verdicts." This little work is evidently from the hand of a profound 
student of the law. 



New York State Library. Melvil Dewey, Director. Year book of Legislation 
1904. Edited by Robert H. Whitten, Sociology Librarian. New York State 
Educatlpn Department, Albany: 1905. Price J1.00. 

The New York State Library is rendering the entire country a most 
valuable service by its annual publication of Legislative Bulletins. The 
first part of the book contains a digest of the governors' messages. Impor- 
tant recommendations are briefly digested and topically arranged so that 
the trend of recommendation on current problems may be easily ascertained. 
The second part contains an index of legislation, briefly summarizing the 
2190 laws and constitutional amendments passed in 1904. The third part 
gives a review of the legislation of the year made up of the contributions 
of forty specialists from all parts of the country, each reviewing the 
year's progress in his particular field. For instance, there are articles on 
legislation relative to Law making and Elections; another on legislation 
concerning Public Health; yet another gives a review of the new laws on 
Corporations, and so on, covering every field of legislation. Legislators 
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can gather much valuable information from this work. It is a complete 
and practical guide to American legislation. 

We are specially interested in the remarks of Dr. E. D. Durand, of the 
United States Bureau of Corporations, concerning the recent corporation 
act of Virginia. He says, "Virginia is undertaking her corporation legis- 
lation with unusual seriousness and progressiveness and her new laws are 
among the best to be found in the country in their combination of extensive 
corporate powers and autonomy as to internal details on the one hand, 
with extensive legislative and administrative regulation by the State for 
the protection of investors and the public on the other hand." 



